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Have you heard of Brother Ignatius
Gropper (1889-1968)?

A Jesuit from Bavaria, Germany, Brother Gropper
was also a talented architect. He came to Japan in
1930 to oversee the construction of Sophia
University's Building No. I, completed in
1932.After seeing the damage caused by the Great
Kanto Earthquake, he became committed to
building strong, earthquake-resistant structures.
This philosophy shaped many of Sophia's
buildings. Among the buildings still standing
today, he supervised projects including Building
No. I, Building No. 3, and SJ House. Arriving in
Japan at the age of 41, he took on the challenge of
learning Japanese while managing major
construction projects. Quite an impressive
achievement! His contributions extended beyond
Sophia University. He was also involved in the
construction of the original campus building of
Rokko Junior and Senior High School, completed
in 1938.Historical records show that Brother
Gropper had a strong interest in earthquake-
resistant design and played a role in the planning,
design, and supervision of numerous schools,
churches, and other buildings throughout Japan.
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